
The Villager, October 21, 2019 page 1

On October 25th the grading period and this nine-weeks will have come to 
an end. The beginning of the year is always a learning period, but now that the 
first nine-weeks are over, things start to become more routine. With the end of the 
grading period comes higher expectations and 
more assignments; students are expected to 
know what they are doing and understand the 
basics of how to act in school.

Along with the end of the nine weeks also 
comes a lot of nostalgia among this year 's 
seniors. Senior Alyssa Strange said, "This is my 
last year here and I feel like this is the last time I 
will be doing everything. Like, it is my last time 
marching on the football field very soon and my 
last soccer game has passed. When you are 

younger you can?t wait to be here, and now 
that I?m here, I?m holding on to everything I 
can." For some upperclassmen many things 
are coming to an end, but they are still hopeful 
for the rest of this year.

Though seniors might say things are ending, 
many other students see this year as a new 
beginning. For seventh graders, the first 
quarter is a time of discovery and learning.  
Seventh grader Lyric Culp said there are 
differences between the elementary school 
and the high school. She said, "The school year 
is going good, better than I thought. I'm getting 
used to things fairly easily. The high school and 
elementary school are very different; we have 
more freedom here, and it 's relatively larger." 
Many students could agree that there is 
definitely a period of adjustment when 
transitioning from the elementary school to 
the high school.
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St udent s look  at  t heir  schedules 
for  t h is year .
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One Four t h Done, Cont inued f rom  Page 1

For most high schools, freshmen are the "newbies" who don't know what 's going on, but because our Jr. 
High and Sr. High are combined in the same building, our freshmen aren't as clueless. When asked how the first 
nine weeks were going for her, 9th grader Mia Bracco said, "The first nine weeks went a lot better than I thought 
it would, because now I know how the high school works and understand what to expect and I think that helped 
a lot." Even though freshmen might know their way around the school, they still have a lot of learning to do.

Students aren't the only ones who have to adjust at the start of a new school year. Teachers also have to 
get to know their students and learn what style of teaching would be most helpful. By the end of the nine weeks, 
this has been accomplished and both students and teachers have their expectations for their classes going 
forward. Ms. Rozzo commented, "From my perspective the shift that occurs from the 1st to 2nd grading period is 
that both the student and the teacher know each other better and know what to expect.  I make adjustments 
from grading period to grading period based on the needs of my students and what went well, or what did not 
go well during the grading period." There is always a learning curve at the beginning of a new school year, but 
once that time has passed, the best thing to do is stay focused and continue to strive for success.

Seniors Save The Last Dance By: Theresa Great house

Homecoming was a night to remember as we danced to great music consisting 
of all kinds of genres to boogie to. This dance was smaller than last year 's but 
we made it work by continuing to party at the Village Banquet Center. Most 
people danced with friends and others danced with their partners, while 
everyone sung lots of songs and even made a big circle for the Seniors on the 
homecoming court. 

Ladies on the court were Cailey Titus, Anna Guerra, Grace Kawecki, Sela Jones, 
and Isabella Wolford. Gentlemen on the court were David Beraducci, Riley 
Lewis, Nathan Cunningham, Cameron Tucker, and Ethan Domitrovich. As we 
made the circle, all court members walked into the circle to have the first 
dance, as king and queen were announced. This year 's homecoming king and 
queen were Nathan Cunningham and Isabella Wolford. 

Many seniors couldn't believe it was their last homecoming, but said they had 
lots of fun and it was definitely  memorable. 

Senior Vincent Rexroad said, "My last homecoming was a bit depressing 
since I'm a senior. I'm happy I got to be there and have a good time hanging 
out with my friends." 

Senior Nathan Cunningham said he was really surprised he won king. 
When asked how he felt about the last homecoming dance he said, 
"Homecoming was bittersweet this year. I was very much looking forward to it 
and had a great time, but I was sad when it was over." Nathan said that he had 
lots of fun throughout the night taking pictures with his friends, which made his night really memorable. Nathan 
added, "I enjoyed dancing with my friends and seeing everyone all dressed up."

Senior Isabella Wolford  said she didn't really expect to win queen. When asked how she felt  about the 
last homecoming dance she said, "I honestly have always loved school dances since I was a freshman. I've 
always felt like it 's just so fun getting ready and spending the night with my friends. I was sad when I realized it 
was over because it was our last one, but I think it was a fun one to end on." Isabella said that she had lots of fun 
throughout the night, dancing with the whole high school, which made the night memorable since it was her last 
dance. Isabella added, "It was really nice."

Pict ure of  t h is year 's Hom ecom ing Cour t

St udent s f looding t he dance f loor  
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Sp ook y, Scar y  M cD on ald
By : El l e A i r h ar t

The spookiest holiday of the year is days away and our village is already 
prepared for the scary celebration. Several houses have their scary decorations up and 
ready for the big night on October 31st. Kids and adults will be allowed to trick or treat 
around McDonald from 5:00 to 7:30 PM.

Countless residents in McDonald go all out for the holiday. Several of the 
decorations take up entire front lawns and some even give away more than just candy, 
like hot dogs. Caden Candel, who is one of these such people sums up the entire 
experience saying, "This year is probably going to be the best yet. We've already 
started getting hot dogs and have made room in the freezer for more. Last year we had over 200 and went 
through all of them. People always stop their car and look at the decorations. Some even get out to take 
pictures." Halloween is clearly a big part of our village culture.

Halloween is for having fun and eating lots of candy. We imagine all of the sweets that we will get by the 
end of the night and, as kids, this night is always something to look forward to. Though we grow older, 
McDonald is still full of cheerful children and many are still eager for Halloween. 

Madison and Elena Homa are a few who can't hold in their excitement. Nine year old Madison will be 
dressing up as Mary Poppins because she enjoyed the movie so much. Elena, five years old, will be dressing up 
as the pink Fortnite bunny because she likes the characters from the game. Madison is already excited, "I'm 
looking forward to the spooky people." What they both look forward to most is seeing their friends dressed up 
on the spookiest night of the year and, of course, the candy. 

The older part of the community enjoy trick or treat too. According to sophomore Chloe Dean, she loves 
passing out the candy to the litt le ones, "I enjoy seeing [kids'] faces when we give them candy. They get so 
excited."

Though getting free candy for a whole night is fun, safety is still a high priority. As an older kid, you can 
still trick or treat and have fun, but stay in groups. The litt le kids should always have a parent or an older sibling 
with them. Everyone should be conscious of where they are and who is around them. Listen to what your 
mother said for all those years: look both ways when crossing streets and stay together. Halloween is for fun 
and our expensive dentist bills. Stay safe McDonald.

St udent s hanging out  
w it h t he fall 
decorat ions.

Junior Sage Mason has been selected as a recipient of 
the Tribune Chronicle's 20 under 20 award.  The award 
recognizes  20 high-achieving individuals under the 
age of 20 who exhibited leadership skills through 
volunteer work, extracurricular activities, and 
academic achievement. Congratulation Sage!

St udent  Kudos By : Nikolina Drobnjak

Under
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I?ve had a long time to think about things in my life, too much 
maybe. Somehow during all that thinking, the ratio of solutions I?ve 
found, compared the amount of problems is startling. I think we all 
feel that way sometimes, like genuine laughter is rarer than tears 
and contempt. I do try to cherish those happy moments as much as 
I can, but we all slack in appreciating things from time to time.

The Journalism 2 class started filming and writing The Villager 

Vlogs? , for our YouTube channel this year, with an amazing cast 

and crew. It is our digital rendition of The McDonald Newspaper, although it is slightly less 

informational. It makes up for it in pure charismatic charm. 

I?m sure you're wondering at this point is there any point to this article except to not so casually 

name drop our YouTube channel The Villager Vlogs? . I know I want to keep this light hearted , but I 

found something making these videos just by being weird and funny, while doing some actual work, 

incredibly liberating. That?s not something I feel too often. It?s rare that I want to pour so much of 

myself into something so freely, so openly. 

 Putting your face online, reading words you wrote, and 

attempting to accomplish something in the range of 

comedy/?News?, is terrifying. I?m talking text notification in the 

middle of class, you think you just got caught cheating on your 

midterm level stuff here. Truthfully I want you guys (MHS), students, 

teachers, parents, and idk your family dog, to see it as much as I?m 

terrified of what will happen when you do. Being Vulnerable, being 

seen in anyway can take so much for some of us, but I spent too 

much time worrying about my own feelings and problems that I 

didn?t have solutions to. 

I choose to do something that makes me uncomfortable on a weekly basis, 

and yet I look forward to it more than anything else in my day. We use the term 

genuine, and real, or even honest a lot in our daily lives. Maybe we glorify it too 

much. Isolating the people we know as either/or, instead of both in intervals of 

time. It?s easy to pick apart, criticize, and obliterate others for trying what we 

think we could never do.  In a world like ours plagued by anger and hatred, to create, to love is the 

most courageous thing to do. Maybe, just maybe, I?m finally trying to be brave. So, for those interested, 

here it is: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQT8KUKHMFwiVUcbSvS6H8w

Editorial: The Villager Vlogs by Ethan O'Connell

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQT8KUKHMFwiVUcbSvS6H8w
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Varsit y Foot ball
Friday October 25th- Away at Lowellville  
@ 7:00 p.m.

Cross Count ry
Saturday October 26th- Away in Boardman 
(Regional's) @ 11:00 a.m.

Celebr it y Bir t hdays
October 16th- John Mayer
October 17th- Queen Naija
October 18th- Zac Efron
October 19th- Hunter King
October 20th- Snoop Dogg

October  Calendar  By: Theresa Great house

Tennis is finished for the year. Savannah Jones 
said, "I would recommend it if you like being 
active and having fun at the same time, plus we 
are always looking for new people to be on the 
team."

Tennis

Golf
Golf is finished for the year. Michael Porter said, 
"The season went pretty good. We broke a 
school record and made it to districts." He said 
the team is really supportive and would 
recommend it to anyone because it 's a social 
and fun sport. 

Photo credit - Hannah Werle

Ot her  Event s
October 25th - Assembly 

October 29th- Junior/ Senior College Fair

October 30th- Report cards go home 

October  30th- Kent State College Visit 

What  Gr inds My Gear s -  Leaving 
books open and page down
By: El l e Air har t

Welcome back! Today's rant is about leaving perfectly good 
books open page down on a surface like a table. I have seen so 
many people do it and it is INCORRECT. The poor book did 
nothing to you to deserve this type of treatment!

There are so many other options that do not ruin the book. 
Use a bookmark! Remember the page number! But don't dog-ear 
the book's pages because that damages the book's paper, 
especially when even a small card or a sticky tab will work as a bookmark.

It damages the book to leave it open on a surface by ruining the binding of the book no 
matter the type. Gravity pushes on the book and pulls at the glue that holds the pages in. Over 
time, the paper will fall out and then you are stuck with missing pages and a worn book. You 
could crease the pages as you set the book down and rip them on accident. That makes the 
book harder to read and close. No one wants missing or ripped pages, especially if it 's not your 
own book or a school textbook. Then you would be responsible for that damaged property.

So, please! Bookmark your spot in a book. Do NOT place it face down. It just makes it 
harder on you, the people around you, and the book!
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Cluttered Locker :  Rylee Aceinos
By: Theresa Great house

Why are t hese it em s in your  locker  ?

- "My book bag is in there because it allows me to 
carry my stuff to and from school"

- "I have four hoodies because I get cold and then 
forget about them being in my locker"

- "I have my books at the bottom of my locker 
because it 's easier to grab them that way"

- "I have my pens and pencils at the top because it 
makes it easier to grab them"

- "The crate is in my locker for all my extra needs like 
hair ties, brush, perfume, etc." 

 This is Rylee Aceinos's locker

What 's in t he locker? 

- Book bag

- Four hoodies

-Books all at the bottom

-Pens and pencils

-Crate with papers in it

-Sticky notes

-Chapstick

What  are you  going t o do w it h t hese it em s?

"For the most part I will keep everything where it 
is besides the hoodies. I will take home the 
hoodies because they are cluttering my locker. I 
will also take my book bag home and go through 
it to make sure that there are no unnecessary 
items in it."
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1. Ki t Kat - Take a break from trick or treating for this chocolate wafer 
bar.

2. Butterfingers - It  is what you wi l l  f ind from your st icky fingers in 
your friend's candy bag.

3. Snickers - You can eat these whi le you and your friends laugh at 
the anticl imactic group costume.

4. Twix - The k ids who eat them have a type of twixch cal led a sugar high.
5. Laffy Taffy - Ironical ly, they glue your teeth together and make laughing harder.
6. Reese's Cups - Another one bi tes the cup.
7. Mi lky Ways - You can eat them whi le sl ipping through the crowds of k ids on your way to the next 

house.
8. Crunch - It  is something to crunch on whi le you wai t in l ine to buy your costume.
9. Starbursts - They burst out of the package and down the nearby storm drain.
10. M & Ms - Not to be confused wi th the wrapper.

Top 10 Halloween Candies
By: Elle Airhar t

Mrs. I fft- - Outstanding Staff

This issue's outstanding staff is Mrs. Ifft, who teaches Geometry, Pre-Calculus, 
7th-Grade Math, and Accounting. She has taught for 30 years in a variety of places 
including Garrettsville, Niles, Youngstown State University, and McDonald High School. 
Outside of school, Mrs. Ifft likes to read, exercise, and spend time with her family and dog. 
Mrs. Ifft has always liked math, because it comes naturally to her and because there is 
always a correct  answer. 

When asked what her favorite thing about teaching is, she said, "When I see the 
'light ' go on in a student, meaning they understand what you're teaching." Mrs. Ifft feels 
that she was meant to be a teacher, and when she tried different jobs, she knew that 
she had to go back to teaching. 

She added, "I taught for two years and then became an actuary (mathematician). I did that for a year, but 
I missed the kids, so I went back to teaching. Teaching is what I was meant to do." Mrs. Ifft 's love for math and 
kids has always encouraged her in her teaching.

Many students agree that Mrs. Ifft is indeed an outstanding teacher. 
Mackenzie Regleman, a 9th grade STEM Geometry student, said, "I like Mrs. Ifft 
because when she teaches she makes sure that you understand. She tries her 
hardest to be relatable and makes jokes to keep it interesting." 

Mikki Williams, who had Mrs. Ifft in the 18-19 school year, agrees with 
Mackenzie, "She was very uplifting and took the time to explain any question 
you had in detail; she always made sure you understood it." Mrs. Ifft takes the 

time to help her students, and she loves it.

By: Hannah Wer le

Mrs. If f t  t eaching her  
Account ing st udent s.

Mrs. If f t  st anding in 
f ront  of  her  door .
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Backpage Pics By: Hannah Wer le Phot o Credit : Mrs. Boshef f
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